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“Memento Mori.” 


Hid behind a silent grave in one of the 
Eastern towns in Connecticut, about a mile 
from public travel and public gaze,l observ- 
ed in my lonely walk on one pleasant af- 
ternoon in August, an elegant, white mar- 
ble monument standing in the center of a 
cemetery, beautifully enclosed. 
my way thither I could not but admire the 
surrounding scenery—here a green field 
and there a verdant grove—yonder a crag- 
gy hill, and yonder in an other direction a 


field of waving grain. “Ab!” thought I, 


‘ . } 
while nearing the sacred spot which insptr- 


ed me with a holy and heavenly calmness, 
“what a delightful place must this be for 


the reposing dead !" With thoughtful and 


cenutious step I approac hed near the polish | 


ed marble and read with consternation the 
following inscriptions: B— Williams, 
died in Lawrenceville, Munroe, Co.,Arkan- 


sas, April 23d,1845: aged 32 years. J 


B. Williams, died in Danville, Hl, July 13, | 


1839 ; aged 24 years. R— L. Will- 


iams, diedin Danville, Ill, Nov. 13, 1837 ;) 


aged 20 years. A—— P. Williams, died 
in North Stonington, Ct., Nov. 4, 1845; 
aged 25 years. ‘T—— W. Williams, died 
in Benton, Mo., Sept. 24, 18445 aged 23) 
years.” | 
"Asi wiped away the falling tear, I be- 
held on the foot of the a small fir} 
balsam tree, pointing up to heavy eun—where 
I fundly hoped the dear youthful spirits of | 
my departed comrades were at rest. Yes, | 
, Who in 


tomb 


I wellremember R 3L 
our school-boy days revealed to me the eXx-| 
ercises of his mind; and he was accustom: | 
ed to retire with us for prayer, during the, 
hours of Never shall I for- | 
get the time, when, during one severe Wine | 
ter, a little praying group of us retired | 


mterinission. 


from the rest of the scholars, and 


half mile from the old school héuse where 


some | 


! 
we excavated a small room in a large snow- | 
drift, and there, in with | 
L 


we poured out our souls in prayer, 
to that God who lends a listening ear to, 


company 


the humble and contrite ones. 
Calling back my thoughts, my eye glane- 


ed over the landscape from the place where 
I stood, sloping off with w gradual declivity 
for some distance on the West, South, and 
East sides. On the North was a gentle 
acclivity at the extreme of which was situ- 
ated the old family residence. A_ little far- 
ther on and towards the East, were the fa-| 
miliar play grounds and old school house of 
my puerile days. With a heavy heart I 
wound my way to the ancient mansion to 
learn the sad tale of my early acquaintan- | 
ces and playmates. As lL approached the door 
a mother in Isracl wearing a countenance 
that spoke lessons of sorrow, met me with | 
acheerful welcome. She soon recognized | 
me as an old acquaintance,and(as though she 
had seen me at the grave) as a sympathiz- 


ing friend. Ler mournful notes of afllie- 


tion and disappointment soon broke forth fice? 


in Janguage lke the following: “Benadam, | 
our oldest son Jeft us filleen years ago for 
the purpose of entering into the merean- | 
tile business at the South, but not quite ful- 
filling his expectations he removed farther | 
tothe West. Occasionally he wrote us, | 
bnt not as oftenas we wished. At length, | 
after eleven years, news reached us of his | 
death, ut the time and place you behold on | 
the monument. In bis last moments he 
deeply regretted that he had been so neg-| 


Bending | 


ae aes AB Sas Nees ee Sorc — 


! 

Asa, then was the only boy we had left | they never laid claim to any. They sim- 
at homé, and he had now become the Ben-! ply made known to man what was taught 
They had no au- 
The case of 
gray heirs with sorrow tothe grave.’ One) Matthias was never used as a precedent.— 
year ago last November he died bere in) They could not elect them, for as the duty | P- 
He experienced religion a few lof an apostle wasto testify what he had 
years since and went to a Covenant Meet-| personally received of Christ, no one could 


amin of the family. But a kind Provi-| them by the Holy Ghost. 
dence has thought best to bring down our |thority to elect successors. 


, this room. 
ing of the Church, for the purpose of of- | be an apostle who had not been personally 
fering himself. But owing to some circum- | acquainted with the Redeemer, and been 
vented. A little previous to his death he) not J seen the Lord Jesus. We everywhere 
bad some severe strugglesin his mind, but | declares that the ground of his ‘apostolic 
at length the clouds of darkness broke away, | authority was that he received his doctrine 
‘anda ray of heavenly light shone in, With | directly from Christ himself. We even takes 
a smile of joy upon his ceuntenance—which particular pains to show that he was in- 
I still remember—he passed from earth to| debjed for the trath which he taught, to no 
heaven.” ome. noteven to his brother apostles, but 
_  O, thought T, what a mighty chasm has!to Jesus Christ alone. Ifsuch be the fact 
In the short space of | it ix evident that the apostolic office was 
eight years has a pious family been bereft of | not designed to be perpetuated, and hence, 
five promising young men. How changed | as we have said, the church of Christ, that 
—how lonely the house—how sad the) is, the body of believers, was left at his as- 
Would that I were with them re-| cension without any organization, It was 
R. H. M. simply a number of disciples, all on terms 
of perfect equality, witha few persons to 


‘here been made! 


scene ! 
joicing in heaven. 
' 
| 


continue and perfect the revelation which 
| Christ intended to make; aud when these 


To Antamn. 


St. Pau! asks, have 


ed relation. 


tion. They are responsible for his doctrine, 


becomes henceforth capable of doing good 
or ill, not to them alone, but to the whole 
church. Itis proper, therefore, that the 
whole church should have a voice in the 
act by which he is admitted to this effice. 

That the whole church should assemble, 
is, however, impossible. ‘Ihe same result 
is effected by calling together the churches 
ina particular vicinity, and allowing them 
to act forthe whole. Nor could all these 
churches meetin one place. They must 
meet by delegates chosen for this special 
/purpose. When met with this intention, 
they are called acouncil. This council is 
never composed of laity alone, or ministers 
alone. Both are necessary to its complete- 


ness. Itisa representation of the whole 


NEW 


—SSS es 
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suitableness for the ministry is confirmed! ity, iu spirit, in fuith, in purity. He should | of God, 
by trial, he may be called to ordination.— | be strong in the grace that isin Christ Je-| qualifications for the gospel ministty which 
By this act he is permanently set apart to | sts, enduring hardness as a good soldier of the word of God requires. 


minister in sacred things, to preach and per- | Jesus Christ, not entangling himself with | 
form all the offices of a presbyter or bish-| the affairs of this life, and studying to ap- aman is not designed by God forthe min- 
Here he enters upon a more exteud-| prove himself unto God, a workman that. 
He becomes not the licensed | needeth not to be ashamed. 
preacher of a particular church, but an ac-| prepared with the Apostles in all things to 
credited minister of the whole denomina- | approve himself asa minister of God, in 


Ile must be 


| patience, in afiliction, in necessities, in la- 


they receive him into their pulpits, and he bors, in watchings, in fastings, by pureness, 


by knowledge, by long-sutfering, by kind- 
ness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, 
by the word of truth, by the power of God, 
by the armor of righteousness on the right 
|hand and on the left, by honor and dishon- 
or, by evil report and good report, as sor- 


| rowful, yet always rejoicing, as having noth- | 


ing, yet possessing all things. 

In a word, the duty of the minister of the 
Gospel is very simple. lt is to understand 
the meaning of God’s message to a sinful 
world, (and this message it is not difficult 
to understand, if we seek for it with a huin- 
ble and devout mind,) and to apply this 


hearers. As he is supposed to understand 
this word better than other men, it is to be 


truth to the intellect and conscience of his | 


| Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness ! 
Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun ; 


| 


Conspiring with him how to load and bless 


persons died, this form of office ceased. If 


now we turn to apostolic times, we find the 


church, and therefore the whole church 
bears a part in it. 


supposed that he will obey it more perfect- | 
ly, and hence that he will himself be an! 


'*The Responsibility of the Churches with respect | 


commit the duty of ordaining men; that is, 


case somewhat altered. The believers were 
persecuted, and required mutual aid and 
It was necessary that assis- 


With fruit the vines that round the thatched eaves | 
run; 

To bend with apples the mossed cottoge trees, | assistance. 

And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core ; tance should be administered by others be- 


To swell the gourd and plump the hazel! sides the apostle s. For this purpose dea- 


shells 
With a sweet kernel ; 
And still more, later flowers for the bees, 


These deacons were 
chosen by the whole multitade, and the 
laposties appointed them to this office bv 
| prayer and laying on of hands. Their of- 
fice was simply to administer charity, and 
it would seem that the need of such assis- 
tants was generally acknowledged, for they 
appearto have been generally appointed 
throughout the whole church. 


cons were chosen. 

to set budding more, 

Until they think warm days will never cease, 

For summer has o'er-brinimed their clammy 
1! 


ceils. 


| Who hath not seen thee oft amid thy store ? 


Sometimes, whoever seeks abroad may find 
Thee sitting careless on a granary floor, 
Thy hair soft-lifted by the winnowing wind ; 
Or on a half-reaped furrow sound asleep, 
Drowsed with the fume of poppies, while they 
hook, 
Spares the next swarth and all its twined 


Very soon, as different communities of 
Christians were established, we find that 
Presbyters or Elders or Bishops were ap- 
pointed. These words seem to have ex- 


flowers; pressed precisely the same office. - Of these 


The manner in which it is called, is as 
follows: ‘The church which wishes to call 
one of its members to ordiuation, sends let- 
ters to several churches in the vicinity, in- 
viting them to be present by delegates, for 
the purpose of examining and setting apart 

the candidate. When they assemble, the 
|letters and the answers are read; the coun- 
cil is organized by choosing a moderator 
and clerk. The proceedings of the church 
in calling the candidate to ordination, are 
read. Ifall the proceedings have been had 
without cause of difference, the candidate 
is called upon to give a narrative of his con- 
version to God, of his reasons for supposing 
himself to be called to the gospel ministry, 
and then to state, in brief, his understand- 
ing of the doctrines of the Scriptures. In 
these he is examined as fully as the coun- 


elders, several originally belonged to each 
charch. Their duty is nowhere very ex- 
pressly set forth. It seems, however, in 
general, to have been of two kinds, the 
preaching of the word, and the government 
As to the man- 


And sometimes like a gleaner thou dost keep 
Steady thy laden head across a brook ; 
Or by a cider-press with patient look, 
Thou watchest the last oozings, hours by 


hours. 


where are | or oversight of the church. 
ner of their appointment, we have no cer- 
tain information. In Acts 14: 23, we 
learn that Pauland Barnabas ordained el- 
ders in every church. Paul, though an 
apostje, had just before been ordained to 
this work. Paul directs Titus to ordain el- 
ders. He gives the same command to Tim- 
othy, and eautions him as to the character of 
the persons whom he should ordain. This, 
, | however, affirms nothing as to the manner 
And gathering swallows twitter from the | RE aR duty was performed. As the | 
deacons were first chosen by the. brethren, 
. and then set apart by prayer and laying on 
The Responsibility of the Churehes | o¢ tands, so was it probably with the elders. 
with respect to the Ordination | The same thing is done by our missionaries 

rn ; 
of Ministers. jat the present day. They have in various | 
‘eases ordained native brethren, but these 
At the tact meeting of the Warren Association, i brethren are chosen tothis office, first by 


was voted, That the Rey. Dr. Wayland be request- | 
mh. he . the church, and then set apart by those who 
ed to prepare a paper for our next anniversary, on| 
* | have been themselves set apart as elders. 


Where are the songs of Spring? Ay, 
they? 
Think not of them, thou hast thy music too, 
While barred clonds bloom the soft dying day, 
And touch the stubble-plains with rosy hue ; 
Then in a wailful choir the small gnats mourn 
Among the river sallows, borne a!oft 
Or sinking as the light wind lives or dies ; 
And full-grqwn lambs loud bleat from hilly bourn; 
Hedge-crickets sing ; and now with treble soft 
The redbreast whistles from a garden croft, 


skies. 


Such seems to us the manrer in which 
probably the elders were set apart to their 
office in apostolic times. But here we are| 
I. In entering upon this subject, the first | to remark that the office was quite unlike 
question that presents itself is the follow- | that of ministers among us. Phen there 
ine :—-7'o whom docs the New Testament | Were may in one church, now there is com- 
- monly butone. Then, all the members of 
the church were accustomed to speak in 
their meetings; here this duty is devolved 
almost entirely upon the elder or bishop. 
We also remark that while we believe that 
the mode which we have described was 
probably that adopted by the apostolic 
church, we seeinit nothing obligatory.— 
There is no command in respect to it. It 
was suited to that time and to those eircum- 
stances, but this does not prove it suitable 
to all times and all circumstances. The 
fact is that the gospel is intended to trans- 
form the spirit of man. Thisis its whole 
design. When this workis done, the re- 


to the Ordination of Ministers.” It is in compli- 
ance with this reqnest that the following paper is 


submitted.—Caér. Watchman. 


of setting men apart for the ministerial of- 


I think that so far as we can perceive, 
from a candid examination of the Scrip- 
tures, no authoritative precept whatever is 
givew upon this subject 

If we examine the gospels, we find them 
completely occupied in revealing to man 
the wonderful moral truths of the new dis- 
pensation. Jesus Christ made known to 
each individual man the way in which alone 
he could be saved. He abolistred the Jew- 
ish ritual and Levitical priesthood. He 


is our duty, when called to act in this mat- 
ter, to put such men into the ministry as 
seem, in the judgment of charity, to possess 


cilor any of its members see fit. If the 
council are satisfied on all these points,they 
declare themselves tobe so, by vote, and 
proceed to make arrangements for the or- | 
dination services. ‘These are essentially | 
prayer, and the laying on of the hands of | 
the Presbytery, though a sermon, a charge, | 
and a right hand of fellowship, expredilve| 
of the confidence of the council, are com- 
monly added. It was formerly the case 
that the services were performed on the 
day of the meeting of the council. Of late, 
however, a wiser course has been introduc 
ed into this Association. With us at pres- 
ent an ordination is never attended at the 
same meeting on which the candidate is 
examined, 

This isthe mode in which the Baptist 
churches in New England set apart candi- 
dates forthe gospel ministry. So far as 
we can see, the mode is unexceptionable. 
We next proceed to consider the principles 
which should govern us in this part of our 
service for the church of Christ. The im- 
portance of this duty cannot be exaggera- 
ted. On the manner in which we discharge 
it, depends the character of the ministry 
among us. On the character of the minis- 
try depends the prosperity or the adversity 
of all our churches. On this part of the 
subject we are permitted to refer to the 
sure word of prophecy. The New Testa- 
ment teaches us what are the proper char- 
acteristics of a minister of the gospel. It 


these characteristics. 

IIf. We then inquire, in the next place, 
what are the intellectual and moral ele- 
ments which we should seek in a minister 
of the gospel ? 

On this subject itis not necessaty that I 
should enlarge. I will merely recall to 
your recollection some of the many passa- 
ges of Scripture by which it becomes us to 
be guided in all our opinions in respect to 
it. 


example of what he preaches to others.— 
And these two things reciprocally assist 
}each other. 


The more perfectly he carries 
outthe truth of God in his own practice, 
‘the better will be understand it, and the 
more perfectly he understands it, the more 
able will he be to put it in practice. Who 
does not kuow the truth of this? 
our souls have been filled with love to God, 
did weever have any difficulty in under- 
standing the meaning of the Scriptures ; or 
did we ever then have any difficulty in fil- 
ling our mouth with arguments, when we 


| 


men? 
| IV. Such, then, is the duty, and such the 
| character required in the Scriptures of those 
who minister in the gospel of Jesas Christ. 
The next question to be considered is this : 
How are such ministers to be selected? To 
this let us direct our attention, | 
I answer, such ministers are to be select- 
ed by the disciples of Christ themselves. — 
If it be asked, how ? I auswer, in the man- 
ner to which I have referred, as that which 
lndividual | 
churches granta license, and the general | 
church represented in council confer ordi-| 
nation. Ona them, therefore, does the sol- | 
emn responsibility rest, of admitiing no one | 
to the ministry of the word, unless he give 
evidence of possessing sucha character as, 
the Scriptures require in a minister of the’ 
gospel. We thus see, that the actual char- 
acter of the ministry among us depends es- | 
sentially, and I may almostsay,exclusively, | 
on these two acts; that of the church and of 
the council in the admission of candidates 
to the sacred office. Ifthe churches per- 
form their duty, individually and in coun- 
cils, the ministry will be devout, zealous, 
active, and effective. Ifthey fail here, the 
ministry will soon be abandoned of God, 
and become despicable among men. 
Here 1 would remark, that our denomi-! 
nation, by adopting our present form of 
church government, has assumed this re- 
sponsibility in the manner I have describ- 
ed, and we cannot escape it. The church. 
is bound to do tts duty, and the council | 
is bound to do its duty, or prove false to, 
the obligations which they have voluntarily 
assumed. Here I would remark, 1. Nei-| 
ther of these parties can devolve this re-| 
sponsibility upon any cther body. There) 
is great danger among us in this fespect, | 


we have ourselves chosen. 


| 


specially through the agency of Education| 
societies. Ifa young man is desirous o 
entering the ministry, a vote is frequently | 
passed, encouraging him to proceed in a| 
course of study, without really licensing, 
him, or forming a deliberate upinion as to 
his call to the ministry, or when he is of 
such an age that no opinion can reasonably | 
be formed. This is the basis on which the 
candidate is received as a beneficiary. We 
spends several years in a course of study, 


When! 


wished to address the truth to our fellow. | 


lectful towards his parents, and we trust he | announced that henceforth he was the only 
went to heaven. In the year of 1833,) priest forthe race of man. No man can 
Joseph and Rufus Lathrop removed to the| come tothe Father bat by him, aud coming 
West, to engage in merchandize. They by him every other mediator is needless.— 
continued successfully in business for sev-| His disciples are all equally, and in the | 
eral years, when at length, Joseph was ta- same manner, united to him, and in conse- | 
ken ill and died leaving evidence that he | quence of being thus united, they all staud | 
had gone to a happy rest. ‘Tell my fa-|in the same’relation to the Father. We) 
ther’s folks,” said he, “to mourn not for, have all the same Master, and all we are 
me, for I die happy.”? Rufus Lathrop, gave brethren. 

me satisfactory evidence that he was born! he fact that Christ established no ec- | 
of God while quite a youth. During a) clesiastical organization whatever during 
powerful revival of God’s work, he came to/| his lifetime, has been generally acknowl- 
me one morning with tears in his eyes and| edged. It will not, T presume, be now con- 
asked me if 1 would forgive him? I an-|troverted. Ithas always been considered 
swered yes, with all my heart, for I have! as one of the strongest proofs of the divine 
yet to learn what he had ever done to need origin of his mission. He left nothing on 
my forgiveness. Soon after, he wished to! earth but the moral truths which he came 
unite with the Church, but as he was so to reveal, and these truths, without the aid 
young I thought he had better defer it al of a single earthly principle, have produced 
while. In a short time he left for Dan-| those wonderful results that have been un- 


| 
! 
| 


generation of man in all his relations, civil, 
social, domestic, follows of. course. And 
this being done, the gospel leaves all the mi- 
norand formal arrangements emanating 
from it, to adjust themselves to the change- 
ful circumstances of man. 


If. It will be now proper for me to state 
briefly the mode in which persons are set 
apart to the ministry, in that branch of the 
Christian charch to which we particularly 
belong. 

We believe that the license to preach 
originates with each individual church.— 
When a church has formed the opinion that 
one of its members possesses gifts adapted 
to preaching, they, by vote, grant him a 
license in virtue of which he may officiate 
in the pulpit whenever he may be requested 
todo so. This license is, I think, espe- 
cially probationary. It should be always 
limited in time, and should be renewable 


as though God did beseech men by him.— 


and at length presents himself for license. 
After so long atime spent in preparation a) 
He isa steward of the mysteries of God.— license is granted as a matter of course, as, 
His business is to preach among men the_ it was in a manner pledged by the previous | 
unsearchable riches of Christ, and by man-| vote, and his subsequent action upon it.—,| 
‘festation of the truth to commend himself |[t seems tome that a church of Clirist is, 
to every man’s conscience in the sight of bound to act with perfect freedom in this) 
God. He is not at liberty to come to us|matter. If any brother wishes to study, 

with the enticing words of man’s wisdom, while from his youth or other cause no, 
but he must know nothing among men but 
Jesus Christ and him crucified, so that his for the ministry, let the church give him an 
preaching may be in demonstration of the | ordinary certificate of Christian character, 
Spirit and of power. He wust meditate and on this let the committee of the Edu- 
upon these things, and give himself wholly | cation Society judge for themselves. Then, 
tothem. He must take heed to himself| when the question of license comes up, they 
and to his doctrine, that he may save him-| will be bound by no previous action, aud 
self and those that hear him. Aud the most; may act without being at all trammelled in 
solemn consequences depend upon the man- the decision which they may form. 

ner in which these duties are discharged.| And when they come to decide upen this 
He is unto God a sweet savor of Christ in| matter, let them remember that they act 
them that are saved and in them that perish. under the special inspection of the Great 


The minister isan ambassador for Christ, 


opinion can be formed of his qualifications |' 


ville, Ill., where it became inconvenient for | folding themselves for eighteen centuries. 


him to profess Christ openly. That it is 
well with him now I have no doubt. 


Thomas, as you know, was a member of 


every year. If it be found that the candi- 


The appointment of apostles I do not con- 
date does not improve, or if for any other 


sider as any step towards an organization. 


To the one be is a savor of life unto life, 
and to the other of death unto death. And 
who is sufficient for these things ? 


Head of the Church. A vote in such a case 
should be given as in the presence of Christ 
himself. We may not license a man to 


They were to repeat the truths which he 


the Ist Baptist Church in this town, and) had delivered to them, and they were to re- 
continued such until his death. Of the! ceive from the Holy Ghost other truths, 
state of his mind in his last moments we) which they were also to deliver to the world. 
never learned, for he died alone, while his| Here their office terminated. They were 
brother was here on a visit. entrusted with no official authority, and 


reason, the church believes that the brother 
would be more useful as a private member, 
the license should terminate, and he should 
cease to minister in public. 

When a candidate has been for some time 
licensed to preach, and the opinion of his 


Such is his employment. What is the preach because he desires it, nor because 
character of bim who enters upon it 1 He|his friends desire it, nor because he has pas- 
must. behave himself bolily, justly and un- sed through a collegiate education, nor be- 
blamably. He must be an example of the 

believers in word, in conversation, in char-!cal seminary, bat because we, in the sight 


cause he has been instructed at a theologi-| places 


——= 


believe that he possesses those 


Nor is therein this any harshness. If 


istry, he had far better be in any profession 
‘thanin the ministry. We will probably 
fail here, and by this failure become unfit- 
ted for every other business. And certains 
ly, there can be no greater curse inflicted 
upon the church than to fillup the ranks 
(of the ministry with men whe have no love 
for this particular work, becatise Géd nev- 
er intended them to labor in it. I am ace 
| quainted with a church in this Association, 
which, within a few years, has refused to 
‘license two candidates for the ministry wha 
had received a collegiate education. The 
‘result showed that the church acted wisely, 
‘and fulfilled the desires of the Master. 
| ‘The same remarks apply to councils.— 
On them is devolved a mast fespousible du- 
ity. Upon theit acting in this manner dee 
pends the purity, the zeal, the efficiency of 
the ministry. On this subject let me sug 
gesta few considerations: 
I. When achurch sends a delegation to 
,a council, it should select discreet, devout, 
and independent men, who will not vote as 
a matter of course, but will make the whole 
transaction a matter of solemn responsibil- 
ity inthe sight of God. Hf such men ean- 
not attend, it would be better to decline tha 
invitation. We have no right toundertake 
to do what we cannot do well. 

2. The practice of forming councils by 
selections from remote churches is uf ques- 
tionable propriety. ‘Che minister is ordains 
edtobethe brother and associate of his 


neighbors. ‘They are the persons who have 


the special right to examine into his charnae- 


ter and become acquainted with bis dove 
tines, 

3. Stull more unfortunate is the plan 
‘sometimes adopted, of ordaining candidates 
after their course of study has been coms 
pleted, before they are called by any churcls 
to the pastoral office. It is far better that 
the church which calls a man to be its pas- 
tor should itself call him te ordination. I¢ 


‘is desirable that they should have the fal- 


lest opportunity to know his Christian ex« 
perience and his call to the ministry. Ore 
dinatiod becomes thus a more impressive 
and a more solemn act. Besides, we are 
more likely to examine his character and 
sentiments, when we ordain a pastor for 
ourselves, than when we ordain him for othe 
er persons. : 


4. But stippose a council properly called 
and rightly organized 3 then a most impore 
tant duty devolves upon it. By its vote it 
is to declare its belief, in the sight of God, 
that a candidate is or is not called to the 
gospel ministry. Should they err in this 
respect, solemn cousequevces must result. 
If they keep from the ministry one whom 
God has called to this work, a serious in- 
jury bas been inflicted on the church of 
Christ. If they, on the other hand, admit 
to the ministry a hireling, destitute of at- 
tachment to the cause of Christ, who en- 
ters the priest’s office for a piece of bread, 
who can tell how great is the loss of soul 
that may arise from our act! 

In the first place, then, I think a council 
of the church should always be considered 
a meeting of serious responsibility. It is 
always opened hy prayer—but might it not 

e wellif the moderator should briefly call 
the solemn attention of the members to the 
importance of the duty which they are 


about to perform. I ueed not add here that 


no council should ever proceed to business 


unless all the time necessary can be secur- 
_ed for their deliberations, 


It should never 


f act under circumstances which render a d's 
passionate consideration of the questions 


before them impossible. This was fre- 
quently done when formerly ordination ser- 
vices were advertised and all the services 
publicly announced before the council had 
ever met; and when frequently the audi- 
ence had assembled to attend the ordina- 
tion before the council had decided that 
there should be an ordination. 

Here I may as well remark, that ordina- 
tions have frequently taken place entirely 
at variance with all the principles to which 
Ihave alluded. Miuisters have sometimes 
resolved themselves into a couticil, and pro- 
ceeded tv examine and ofdain @ Gand date. 
Brethren at the Association have done the 
same thing. Both forms of proceedings 
are in our judgment incorrect, and teud to 
il, Ministers alone have no more riz it to 
ordain than laymen. They can only doit 
when duly authorized by the churches.— 
Brethren at an Association have nor «1 10 
do it, because, though ministers and laymen 
are present, they were delegated, not for 


this but for another purpose ; and they have 


no right to do what they were nut appoint- 
ed by the churches to do. 

Suppose, however, a council properly ore 
ganized. They are bound in the spirit not 
of examiners, but of affectionate elder 
brethren,to make themselves fully acquaiut- 
ed with every thing respecting the candi- 
date which should affeet their judgm nt.— 
They should inquire into his manner 0! ii‘e, 
the evidences vf his piety, his views of the 
work of the ministry, the amount of his ‘now!- 
edge, the character which he has borne at: 
of his education, his aptness to +i 
—and it would be well if they sbould ; 
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; , ‘ | tho. |2X csounte hesitle t nt it. If, 
im a text from which he might preach be- 1X seems to be the.very man to gra on 
en am yf a: thus provided them- the other hand, Austria undertakes to check the 
selves with the means of judging,they should swelling tide of liberal ole py resort rH 
in their vote,express the decided sentiments | arms, there can be but little t a a. 

of their hearts. They showld act not oe France and Germany, w a 
the candidate wishes, or the church wishes, | canee-of the Pope, and.thus bring on a genera! war 
in Europe, the result of which must be favorable to 


Cireular. 

The following circular has been sent té the fias- 
tor or some prominent member of every church in 
the State, and is republished at the request of the 
Secretary, who hereby asks attention to it on the 
part of all addressed, whether they have received 
it by mail or not. 


nor as acollege or a seminary wishes, but 


the cause of liberty. Viewed on either hand then, 


as the Holy Spirit dictates by his impres- Hantronn, October, 1847. 


; = the 
peer -— a. If the the present posture of affairs appears to indicate 
pretation nye apse 19 ee! | toleration of religious and civil freedom to an ex- 


il. Dean Brorner :—The Connecticut Baptist Ed- 
chink hich dt called to'be a ministers _— ‘tent heretofore unknown in Europe. ucation Society have now under their patronage siz 
should tell him so. Tt they discover ten-| In Switzerland a religious movement has also | ¥oUng men, with an application for another, all of 
dencies which need to be corrected, they | been made, which seems to indicate a determina- undoubted piety,—of highly promising talent—of 
should plainly say it Hf, inggh socal PO on the part of the people to free themselves | £00d reputation as scholars, and, in the judgment of 
things be favorable, he be incorrect in doc- fiom religious intolerance ; the Jesuits having been | their respective churches, by whom they are rec- 
trine, they should-set before mars greener: | expelled from all the cantons. The account says: | ommended,—as also of the Board—called of God 
and give him time to re-examine the sub- “At the sitting of the Swiss Diet on the 3d of Sept. |to preach the Gospel. 
ject. Iris by no other means that we can! i» debate on the eipuisien ‘is iendioel Two of these men are pursuing their preparato- 
do our duty to the candidate for the min-| The following decree was issued : ry studies at Suffield—two are in College—the oth- 
istry, the church of Christ, or the Saviour, “1. The question of the Jesuits is within the com- | &*S are at Theological schools ; and of the three 
the head of the Church, ‘petency of the high Diet. last named, one is looking forward to China as a 

Ist said such treatment is harsh? By “2. The cantons of Lucerne, Schwytz, Friburg, missionary—another is panting for the privilege and 
no means. Who of us would not have ‘and Valais, in which the Sati aie ‘eicebMuhell. the ability to preach to the people of his own color 
had occasion a hundred tines to bless God, | ave tavieed yn expel them from thel? telcnotién. in Afriea, while the third is about decided to throw 
had he thus been dealt with in the com-| “3. ‘The admission ir fature of Jesuits into any | himself mto the great Valley of the West, to op- 


. ° ™ , : at | . ‘ _— 
wencement of his ministry! Is it said, one of the cantons of Switzerland is interdicted.”” | POS® the “ian of sin. Lee 
The Board have assumed the responsibility of as- 


the need of ministers is so great, that aad There is still another circumstance which more 

cannot be so strict? But what does this ‘than all the rest may hasten the downfall of relig- sisting these brethren, believing that the churches 
mean? Is it not that the need isso great, |; despotism in Europe; a circumstance which of our denomination in this State will sustain them, 
that we must put into the ministry those has attracted but little attention on the part of | they value the ministry —as they feel the necee- 
whom God has not chosen? Will they | the public as yet. It is kaown, that the Bup- | VY of praying = “Lord of the harvest to send 
relieve the need. Rather let us hear the | tists ip Germeny, Prussia and France have suffered | forth mare laborers”—as they see that the necessi- 
adaonition of Christ, the harvest is great) noch persecution from their respective govern- | ties of Zion, one the state of society demand “good 
and the laborers are few ; pray ye, there-| ments on account of their religious principles and |“? — Teh. SPS SOP fat Ate rt comers 3s 
fure, the Lord of the harvest that he will] the measures they pursued to disseminate those | ‘he faith, to battle 4 the truth, against all the op- 
send forth laborers into his harvest. Let, principles. They have frequently been arrested ee powers of “the world, the flesh and the dev- 
as pray him to send forth laborers, and let | by the pelice, fined and imprisoned for no other il. A 

us invite to enter into the harvest those,and | canse than simply assembling themselves together | We do not undervalue the services or the effi- 
those only, whom he sends. We believe | fur religious worship. They have finally succeed- | “@"°Y of our Fathers. 
that Christ confers those intellectual and | ed in bringing the subject before the highest judi- 
moral gifts which alone qualify a man for cial tribunals, where the question is to be decided 
nhis office. Let us actin conformity with | whether the people shall be allowed to worship God 
ovr ‘behef, if we expect his blessing upon | according to the dictates of their own consciences; 


“They are good ministers 
of Jesus Christ :” and nobly, effectually have they 
labored. But they feel—we all should feel—that 
the times and forth-coming events, demand nen of 
God like Paul and Apollos, “mighty in the Scrip- 


. . ° a ° 7 ‘ , . vTy x ~ se Pe 
ehe churches. |and it is somewhat singular that it is universally |" and able to teach the same among all classes 


I have thus endeavored, though briefly,to ‘termed “the Baptist question.” It is hardly to be 
perform the task assigned me. ‘The cen-| expected that the people will at once obtain their 
clusion to which we arrive is this ; Jesus! rights in this matter, but every step that is taken 
Christ has committed the care of the min-| tends directly ‘o that end. 


—high anc low--learned and unlearned-—“not hand- 
ling the word of God deceitfully, but by manifesta- 
| tion of the truth, commending themselves to every 
| man’s conscience in the sight of God”—every one, 


They may be tamper- 
istry to individual churches, and to the ed with fora season longer, but justice must tri- 
clurch at Jarge, each in tts own sphere.— | umph at last. The great idea of religious freedom | 
mn you, then, brethren, depends the char-| as advocated by Baptists, is destined, sooner or la- | ., re witht 9 p , 
acter of the ministry in this part of the/ ter, te prevail throughout the civilized world. per when hep m a ye Oey; 
Your duty in this | Soe "i ul | the Pa oak 9 to roe, Ye 

. ) . eg n behalf of the Board, 

se Pag Returning to Siay ery. James R. Srons, Secretary. 

| The case of the fugitive slave that volautarily re-| P. S. As the Convention have recommended to 
turned to slavery a few months since, is held up by ‘the churches to make an effort for this cause the 


' | the Southern papers as proof that slavery is better | present Quarter of the year, wi!] you please see 
iarvest | ? 


|“a workman that needed not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth.” 
Brethren, shall we continue our patronage ?— 


May 


Baptist denomination. 
individual Cristians 


respect, as 
If vou 


churches of Christ, is plain. 
sire an able, a more pious, a more success- 
ful ministry, three duties are plainly set be- 
tire you. Pray the Lord of the 
iat he would send forth laborers mto his} 
lervest ; and secondly, look out and bring “only prove that those slaves consider their former | ly day, to our Treasurer, J. W. Ditocx, Hartford. 
¥ rward those whom the Master has called 3) condition of servitude a happier one than the new- tte IRS. 
ad thirdly, so far as it depends on YOU,)|1y tried state of freedom; forever overturning, | 
keep from entering the ministry those whom | thereby, the rash and false assertions of the aboli- | 
he has not called. These are plainly your) tionists, who say the sleves of the South are not | 


duties in respect to the ordination of twin- 


The New Haven Association 
or me , Held their last anniversary on the 6th and 7th 
, | form them but oo coeur a ver ee —- —v would — | inst., with the Baptist church in Wallingford, a 
isters, and noboe y ry pe s ’ r derspenc ter reerwe at the mere idea of their previous condi- | Very pleasant village on the Hartford and N. Ha 
May God enable yo l tion.” Let us look at this principle for a moment, | yen Railroad. As the writer was not present to 


yourselves. 
and see if it proves what our young friend of the 


form them faithfully. 


Christian Secretary. 


HARTFORD, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15. 
— ——— ~ 


Chronicle endeavors to make it. The fact is re- | now of the Greenville church in Nerwich, he can 
corded that a solitary slave has, of Lis own accord, 
voluntarily returned to bondage ; and by this act 
it is claimed that slavery is better for him than 
freedom. Admitting this to be sound reasoning, 
then it follows of course that, for the thousands of 


say nothing of it except that it was very highly 
spoken of as an excellent sermon on the Deity and 
Kingship of Christ. Would that more of al! our 
pretching was of Jesus and his kingdom. 


Poligions jons in Europe. oes sete 
Religious Commotions 1m pe s:aves who escape from bondage and never return, | choice of Rev. E. Cushman, Moderator, and Rev.| Bro Burr :—At the close of my last I was about | 


The present concition of the*religious affairs : | preferring even the frigid regions of Canada and 
Wurepe -seems to indicate a -ctisis near at hand. | freedom to the temperate clingte of the South and 


a together unusual in that eet ee RED | fullows that freedom is better for them in the pro- | by letter; 2 on experience; 4 restored; 77 dis- 
Undoubtedly the feeling in faver at — 2 apemigs of a thousand to one at least than bondage. | missed; 31 excluded; 17 died; present number, 
civil liberty had widely oa “Neither is it pretended,” the Chronicle adds, 1906, Resolutions were passed in favor of Do- 
masses before Pius IX. ascended the:throne, Dut “by those who would reason fairly, that such facts | mestic Missions, and our missionaries—the Conn. 
whether the people compelled him to pursue > more | as these prove slavery to be better than liberty. But | Bap. Education Society, &c. &c. As significant 
iberal policy than his predecessors, oF re emai | Suey do show, and that conclusively, that it is bet-| of the sentiments prevailing in that body upon a 
is in fact a more liberal minded man than they, C@D-/ tor in the case of those who, having been once * 


question now agitating the Cliristian public, the 


ie , 
The Association having been organized by the 


cael 
: ‘ cent: ; ole. » . , 
mot be accurately determined at present; it 18 CCT) freed, of their own accord resume their bonds. As 


following resolution was offered by a committee 


tain, however, that his cowrse Uius fur has produc- 
oda very salutary effect in his own dominions, and 
ifthe.ie permitted to carry out his plans, his imme- | 
diate subjects will realize advantages from them 
that they have never before enjoyed. But in the 
amidst of his contemplated plans for unprovement, 
a neighboring power has taken the liberty to inter 
fere. Perhaps there is not amore bigoted and des 
potic government in Lurope than that of Austria. 
‘The people are not allowed to think aloud. Obe- 
wdience to the government is the only attribute of 
liberty allowed them, The priesthood has ever 
been the willing tool of the government, or the gov- 
ernment:has ever been the mere machine of the 
priests. The idea of religious liberty—of men 
tuuking for themselves, is not permitted to ente: 
the Austrian dominions, and the movements of the 
new Pope have been watched by the powers that 
be in Austria from the beginning with a jealous 
eye. Austria sees in the concessions of the Pope 
the future destruction of her own bigoted and per- 
eevuting system of religious oppression, and not- 
avithstawding her faith in the alleged infullibility of 
te'Pope, she has uniertaken to check the onward 
spirit of reform in Italy, and is at this time actual- 
ly marching troops into that country for no other 
reil object.than to suppress Italian reforms and to 
quench the spirit of liberty which is becoming so 
exteysively prevalent. In Italy the most determir- 
e| resistance appears to manifest itself to the in- 
terference df Austria. National Guards are organ- 
izing and popular assemblages of the people are 
frequent, and cries of “long live the Pope,” and 
“ [talian independence forever,” are ‘heard in every 
direction; whilethe Government of Austria threat- 
eas to march troops into every town where Nation- 
aa! Guards are organized. At the last accounts, 
war did not actually exist between the two powers, 
‘but the symptoms in favor of such an event seem 
to indicate it about as strongly as the arrival of 
Gen. Taylor on the’banks of the Rio Grande did a 
war between the United States and Mexico. Aus- 
tria may take a short.turn when she finds that Ite- 
ly i# not to be frightened, and back out of a war, 
‘put the present posture of affairs, with the glitter- 
‘ing of thousands of bayonets, does not look much 
‘Vike it. If Austria withdraws her troops, then of 
course the Pope will be left free to prosecute his 
emeasures for reform; measures which, if once es- 
tublished, can never be overthrown. The increas- 
ed facilities for travelling which steam has introdu- 
ced and the introduction of railroads into Haly, 1s 
bringing that country imo close proximity with the 
more enlightened and cultivated mations of Eurore, 
the effect of which must be the diffusion of enlar- 
and liberal views in Italy. Aw enlarged and 


the aged prisoner of the Bastile, to whom, from 
long confinement within its walls, that building had Guild, with Dea. Geo. Read, and, after considera- 
become a home, was rendered miserable by his re- | ble discussion, adopted by a decided majority. 
lease; so the slave of the South, uniccustomed | Resolved, That we deem it the duty of every 
from the first to provide for his wants, and depend- | church to use their influence against, and every 
ent upon his master for all things, can not, if sud- ' Christian carefully to avoid all connection with se- 
cret organizations, by whatever names they may be 
called, or under whatever guises they may appear. 

If a humble voice mght speak upon the intro- 
duction of such subjects into our Associations for 
both of discussion and action,—an evil, if it be an evil, 
light, to the | fast growing among us again as it did a few years 
This is the effect 
of natural causes, and we can no more counteract 
it than we can alter, at pleasure, the motion of the 
heavenly bo ties.” 

If the Chronicle had affirmed that those who re- 
turn voluntarily to slavery prefer bondage to liber- 
ty instead of saying it is better for them, we should 
not contend with him. Undoubtedly the few who 
do thus return, prefer the home of their youth, even 
in bondage, to liberty among strangers, but does 
this prove that slavery is beller for them? If the 


denly released from bondage, endure the weight of 
respansibility which he, in consequence, assumes. 
Finding it difficult to supply his necessities, and 
rendered miserable by unusual exertion 
mind and body, he returns, with de 


condition in which he was bo : : 
as born. since,—it would say, “ Be careful, brethren—be care- 


Jul!” Never was the writer so fully convinced, as 
jat this meeting, that subjects partly secular and 
partly moral,-—wholly social,—upon which good 
|men honestly differ, should be brought to such a 
place, where chiefly we meet to strengthen each 
 other’s hands in God, with much pwdence, and 
managed in the spirit of meekness and wisdom.— 
The same remark will apply to mary resolutions 
bearing upon certain other matters intended for a 
prisoner of the Bastile had been allowed his liber- pai Uy agp nde o— rior one wy? 
ty through the earlier part of his life, does any one slavery men are expected to act with decision, if 
quppose dst’ hd’ Weald’ Siok choos “ “d * | not severe denunciation, as a matter of course. Not 
walle of that horrible ueie Tg Lame J thet we should withhold a part of the truth that 

rrivie prison in his old age in pref- | God requires us to proclaim, nor by any means to 


erence to the sw . , 
the sweets of liberty; or that such a| suffer sin in a brother to go unrebuked; but we 


confinement would have been better for him? Cer- ' should speak “the truth in love,” and with a wise 
tumly ‘not. On the contrary, the imprisoninent | reference to the accomplishment of the desirable 
would have shortened his days; but having been object. The truth presented in season, and in the 
shut out from the society of his friends till they right manner of address, will do wonders, and pros- 
were all —_ and finding no one with whom he | per in the thing fur which it was sont. “The iridh 
cowld converse, he turned, heart-broken, to his dun- as it is in Jesus.” 
eo sk i P CAS vee 6H -4 > 4 
ite. ot a on ase of the slave; “finding it dif-} But to return. Sermons of great interest were 
ficult to supply his necessities, and rendered mise- preached during the session, by Rev. C. B. Sith 
clie by unusual exertion both of mind and body, | of New Haven, Harvey Miller of Meriden, and an 
+ rte re sia to the condition in which | affecting address by our returned missionary, Rev. 
e was | orn.” And what does all this prove ?— |}, J,. Brayton, who for ten years past has labored 
Why, simply that there are cases where the mind chiefly among the Pgwo Karens in the vicinity of 
of a man has become 80 completely enervated by! Mergui. These were all excellent discourses, 
slavery that he prefers it to liberty; but even with | each in its kind, of which some more extended no- 
all the enervating and brutalizing effects which ‘tice may reach you. 
slavery produces on the mind, facts prove that thou-| Phe Association unanimously requested brother 
vie age when they can obtain it, to! Smith to publish his sermon, preached Wednesday 
* “- we. — afternoon, on Individualism, as opposed to certain 
Revivats or Rexseion.—The Christian Obser- hart a mry | promulgated in this meridian, aad 
ver states that meetings of deep interest have been it is believed he will comply with their request. 
held in Briery church, in Charlotte county, Va.,and Royat. 
a number were inquiring for the way of life. Some 
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The Christian Reflector jearns by a letter from 


“rejoicing in hope” gave creditable evidence of | Rey. O. Ayer, of Dover, N. H., that Elder Knapp! 


conversion. 
The Zion’s Herald states that a revival of relig- |interest has been awakened si . : 

ion prevails at Newbary Seminary, Vt., the result | we drench astinals 

of the late camp meeting in that town. At one| Memor or Mas. Jupsox.—The present Mrs. 

meeting in the Seminary, some thirty stadents pre- | Judson has nearly completed a Memoir of the eec- 


sei liberal policy was demanded by Italy, aud Pius 


sented themselves for prayers. ond wife of Dr. J. 


j 


. ° . : ° } > ivi 28a) Ne "ae ~ sly, . — } 

| for such persons than liberty. “These voluntary | that this is done—ell done, in your church and | the Divine blessing was graciously vouchsafed to 
: : . | . . | him ¢ > : ie 

returns,” says the New Orleans Baptist Chronicle, | congregation,—and the amount forwarded at an ear- | "1! and to the church. Valuable 


| cession, for the encouragment of the feeBle band. 
| A good subscription wasobtained, sufficient to war- 


ih} 2) "292 
| gible site was secured, and contracts were made | 


hear the introductory sermon by Rev. L. Muzzy, | 


| 


| 
j 


S. D. Phelps, Cierk, the usual reatine of business |t® say that the social and moral aspect of this 

lien: iaslhilie , | was disposed of with commendable despatch, inter- |(Washington) county indicated its recent settle- | sic at the present day amounts to nothing ; for he 

Sinee the accession of the present Pope, f slavery, freedom is better for them than bondage. sperseqd with devotional exercises, The letters | ent not Jess than its physical. We mention it as 
- Me . > . } -_ . ° - » % | 

-opinion has developed iteelf in Italy to an extent | If we apply this rule to the entire mass of slaves it from the churches reported 30 baptizerl ; 67 added | ® fact rather than a reproach that there is less gen- 

eral intelligence in community, than in 


' 


Home Mission Society, 
Very little of the correspondence of the Home 
Mission Society has been published since the an- 
niversary last May ‘This is not owing to a pauci- 
ty of interesting communications from the mission- 
aries. Many such fre on file, and but for the 
length of time which has elapsed since their re- 
ceipt, might be presented with disadvantage. The 


now - 


ters, | am told, advised them to support a conference 
meeting the other half, but the reason assigned in 
excuse, by one of their chief men was, that such 
am one could not or would not pray, nor would such 
an.one—and as for himself, he could not. They 
seem to suppose that prayer is somehow connect- 
ed with the service of God, and even dismissed 
their former teacher, because “he could not pray 


| cafhe disheartened, and almost feared their extinc- 


lect imparts reatic life; le im reabrict< ; sai 
t inparts to domestic life,is found only in restrict ser than it was twenty years ago,this is well enough, 


well enough.” It seems rather hard to blame him 
for not doing well enough what they could not do 
at all. My only wonder is that with such a prayer- 
less people he could pray any more than they. But 
why cannot those who see the necessity of prayer, 
also see the defectiveness of that Christianity, 
which wi.l not enable men to pray? Can there be 
any union betWeen those and Christ, who neither 
can, nor will pray? Aye, a prayerless christianity 
will only ensure a heavenless eternity. 


ill health and necessary absence of the Correspond- 
ing Secretary from his post has prevented their 
publication. They contain abundant evidence of 
the utility of the Society, the faithfulness and suc- 
cess of its missionaries, and of the Divine blessing 
accompanying their Jabors. 

A brief synopsis of those communications will 
be read by many with interest, 


VIRGINIA. 


times, but withall, cannot as yet join our 
vetoing instrumental. “Instrumenta| M 
Dr. Knox, “is the most delightful soot 
wearied mind. The heart dances at the sound 
the lyre ; fresh spirits animate the veins ; the cl 4 
of objection are dissipated, and the soul _— 
once more like the sun after a mist, in the blue “ 
panse of ether.” We firmly believe that that we 
which cannot be recreated, or that ear dren 
not be delighted by the flowing “melody” of j “2 
mental music, is deficient in good taste, ass 
It may be well in the “City of notions.” 
a reform in church singing, for we are credit b] 
informed, that in many instances the«( whee c 
ary is equal to the preacher’s,” but this will “en 
ply to the churches in general, particularly dtr 
the Baptists in New England. We do believe a 
ever, that the leader, or organist as may be, sodas 


friends in 
usic” says 
her of the 


to seek 


not ap- 


The little chareh in Wheeling had but a name 
to live, until Rev. Mr. Collins visited them a litt!s 
more than two years ago. Since then their num- 
ber has very much increased, and by the assistance 
of Mr. Collins they have built avery neat brick 
meeting house, which is regularly filled with a re- 
spectable congregation. The expense of this build- 
ing is entirely paid, andthe church have secured 
that confidence of the community which is essen- 
tial to usefulness and prosperity. 

Having accomplished the great object of his go- 
ing among them, and assisted in securing a success- 


The Baptists have been, in former years, in a 
more flourishing condition than at present, as have | 
been the Congregationalists. But the doctrine of | 
Christian nurture or of organic connection has re- | 
ceived little attention and unhappily christianparents | 
have not “lived in” their children—*reproducing in 
them” even their own low type of piety, and the chil- | 
dren themselves huve not “grown up” cbristians.— | 
Perhaps this fact may account for the present en- | 
feebled condition of the churches here, and show | 
why it is that almost without exception their mem- | 


oe: with th : — bersare heads of famiiies, while a large society | 
; 1 dure’ 455m “ permanency in his pastor- | of young people are growing up in utter disregard | 
al relation, Mr. C. removed toa neighboring Stata, 


any : of all religion, or are embracing the various forma | 
to enter upon a similar enterprise. 
OHIO, custs on Egypt. 

The church at Columhus, under the pastoral care} By the way, | like this doctrine of christian nur- | 
of Rev. D. B. Cheencey, which, previous ,to his set- jture, It has in ita germ of trath, though-in the | 
Uement last May, had been long destitute of a pas- | hands of some it is liable to abuse. We are ex- 
tor, and experienced discouragement from various | pected to train up the plant—but such training can | 
causes, is now enjoying comparative prosperity,and | never alter its generic character. We may tame| 
increasing in numbers and strength. the savage, but he is a savage still. We may soft- 

The First Church, in Cincinnati, Rev. D. Shep- | en and round off the asperities of a depraved mor- 
ardson pastor, are building a house of worship in a} al nature, but it is a depraved nature still. Yet as | 
part of the city where there is much to encourage | a means to an end, I recognize the importance of | 
their effort. christian nurture, and firmly believe it to be one of, 

Rev. N. G. Collins, late pastor of the church in | the divinely appointed means of grace, and this | 
Wheeling, Va., has removed to Steubenville, where | notwithstanding I ama Baptist. 
he has gathered a small church, and hopes to be| But toreturn; the fifteen hundred inhabitants of | 
able toerect a house of worship. His experience | Pembroke have had evangelical preaching not more | 
than half the time the Jast year, and in this respect | 
it only represents quite a portion of the country.— | 
|In view of this destitution we may well enquire, | 


of error, that have fallen on this place like the lo- | 


and great success in such labors encourage us to 
believe that his labor wil] not be in vain. 
FLORIDA. 
After the disastrous gale last year, which laid a 
large portion of Key West in ruins, our friends be- | 


| when shall the set time to favor Zion be fully come, | 

‘and the waste places of the earth become as the 

garden of the Lord. 
Yours, &c., M. Jr. | 


tion as achurch, The Rev. Mr. Doolittle, their | 


pastor, also, who was at the tune in Massachusetts, | 


Choir Singing. 
[We are perfectly willing to present the argu-| 
{ment on both sides, in regard tochurch music, for | 


hesitated to return. He did return, how ever, and | 


additions were 
made to their number, and atrain of circumstan-| “© consider the worship of God a matter of too 
much importance to be trifled with. The reason- 

| ing of our correspondent has but very little weight 
/on our mind,for we have yet to learn that the Chris- 
| tian Church is bound to follow the Jewish mode of 
worship in this matter, or that there is a “middle 
for the immediate erection of the building. These, | new 4 re stemntadl , Wwe tae me =a 
with increasing serionsness in the congregation, | cage-taree ene eo pepe = 
_as all other matters pertaining to the Charch. If it 


the hopéeful advance of the cause of temperance, | ; 4 : 

and other moral improvenents in thé place, were = be peteee wrudhenpremmen ee on: 

causes ef much reviving and activity in the church. | duced into the churches by apostolic authority, then 
B. M. Hier. | We Shall advocate it, but we prefer to wait till this 

| is done before lending our infiuence to a practice 


| hich we suppose was derived from some other 


ces, altogether unexpected, followed in rapid suc- 


rant the building of a house of worship,—an eli- 


Maine Correspondence.---Letter 2. ; : 
}source. Weare as much the lovers of music as 
| our correspondent, and for this reason we desire to 
see good music introduced into the churches. The 
comparison in regard to the improved taste for mu- 


Pempnoke, Me., Sept. 16, 1847. 


has not undertaken to show whether this tustfe has 


| been improved by the opera and stage or by singing 
some | hymms as practiced by the Master, his Apostles and 


more highly favored sections of New England.— | theearly Christians. he unproved state of the pub- 


, are'| lic mind may demand “preaching of an improved 
Pw Hy » °me } j “hh a a) sate i > r P 
ewer and the refinement which an educated intel. character,” and so far as the world has grown wi- 


Schools are not as of high an order,—books 


” with 


blinds” protected from winds and sun by shading 


ed circles. 3 se hite see Scorne : 
Those “white houses, Breet | but there can be no improvement on “the truth as 


| 
| itis in Jesus.” The doctrines which our fathers, 


| ing our desire that the churches w 


receive some remuneration for his labor, and on 
he paid a reasonable amount, we believe with it | 

would be satisfied. But while churches and veg 
eties will strive to outshine their neigh : 


Ors Ina 
preacher, an organ, an organist, 


rn Saas and church trap- 
ungs, they certainiy ought to be made 
their pore Such 2 poe ll men v0 Pay Jor 
ug 1 present sys- 
tem and not the system itzelf. Let a change take 
place, and in a few years, when the novelty of it 
shall have passed away, we shal! desire ay | 
change, and though many chure} oe 
ano ° Y Churches lave in the 
present systemt run to one extreme, we doem jt ad 
visable to avoid the other. 

We cannot disiniss this article, without express. 
here the system 
of choral music has been abused, may seek so to ef. 
fect a change, as shall lead them back to the old 
ground—the middle ground of church praise. We 
hope the system in general will be maintained, and 
that the abounding spleen of “modern reformers” 
may be soothed under the animating powers of in. 
strumental and vocal music. 

In many of our country villages, although the 
church may be destitute of an organ, yet they have 
instruments, and in many instances truly musical 
choirs, who take the lead in this essential part of 
public worship ; but tiese do not exclude the right 
of the whole congregation jeining with them. fp 
no instance have we known of a choir debaring 
the asseinbly from uniting—except on some special 
occasion, at which time we deem it higlily proper 
for those ignorant of the elements of music, to re- 
main perfectly mute. Let these established land- 
marks of church music ever remain ; and \ct the 
proposers of “important reforms” iunmortalize their 
names if possible. May we not forget, with Da- 
vid and Job, to unite ard “Sing forth the honor of 


| God’s naine,and make his praise glorious.” Ts, 02; 


4,—by “taking the timbrel, and harp, and rejoicing 
at the sound of the organ,” Job 21: 12. And thus 
“Praising the Lord with the harp, singing unto hin 
with the psaltery, end an instrument of ten strings, 


| Singing unto hima new song, and playing skilfully 


with a loud noise, —Psalm 33 : 2-3. 
Yours, &c., . Renum. 


North Stonington, October 6, 1847. 


Westfield Baptist Association. 

The thirty-seventh anniversary of this Associa- 
tion was held with the Baptist church in Chester- 
field, Sept. l and 2. From the Minutes we Jearn 
that there are 19 churches; 17 ordained ministers; 


3 licentiates, and 1838 communicants in the Asso- 


ciation. Sixteen were added by baptism, and one 
hundred and four by letter during the year. Fifty- 
two have been dismissed, twenty-nine have died, 
and nine have been excluded within the same pe- 
riod, leaving a nett gain of fifty-four. Although 
there have been no special outpourings of the Ho- 
ly Spirit, yet the statistics indicate a sound and 
healihy state of religious feeling throughout the 
Association. ‘The several benevolent societies 
were commended to the churches as channels 
through which to labor for the salvation of men, 
and a resolution passed urging the adoption of some 
system which shall secure the intelligent and faith- 
ful co-operation of all the members in this great 
work. In view of the continued general withdraw- 
al of the Holy Spirit and the want of a lively zeal 


elms and maples, and surrounded with beautiful 


and the apostles preached, are as necessery now in 


consisting of Rev. Bru. W. G. Howard and J. B.| See? lawns, or gardens of flowers which are so 
. . B.| 


. nies to the conversion of the riuner as they ever 
frequently seen in our own Connecticut, and which | were.] 
are the pride of her villages, are comparatively | —_ 
few. Still we occasionally find a sample of them | Bro. Burr :—Much has been said of late upon 
—enough, it is hoped, to ensure much imore atten- | “Congregational Singing,” and which, by some has 
tion to the style of building, and to the neatness of | been styled an “important reform,”—upon which 
| we dese also to “show our opinion.” 


We have seen it stated that in many of our “city 


the grounds around them. 

This general air of negligence as to the external | 
appearance of the houses and of the grounds around | churches,” the congregations are as well pleased— 
them, is not peculiar to this section of the country, (if not more so)—with the “front gallery exhibi- 
I have observed in many and much older sections, | tions” than they are with the ministrations of the 


and where there was far less excuse for it. Here, 
indeed, while listening to the aged settler himself, 
as he recounts the many labors performed,and great 
hardships endured in accomplishing what has been 
done, one finds ample apology, and one that does 
not always exist. But, in both ‘cases, the improve- 
ment of the fixtures around the house can only pro- 
ceed from within. It must be the result of good 
taste and habits of order in the domestic circle,and 
these in turn are the result of a still more interi- 
or cultivation—that of the intellect and of the af- 
fections, Cultivate the mind if you would refine 
the manners—the heart, would you purify the af- 
fections, and both if you would give society its 
highest charm. It is only doing the people of this 
country justice to say, that there isa growing in- 
terest in all that pertains to their social advance- 
ment, and one that manifests itself as fast as their 
pecuniary resources will admit. There is also,more 
individuality of thought and action than is to be 
found in a more artificial state of society, the ben- 
efits of which, however, may be at least questiona- 
ble. 

The moral and religious condition of the people 
will be in a measure anticipated. A few places ex- 
cepted, the means of grace are limited. The 
churches are widely scattered and most of them 
very feeble. Only a s:nall proportion of the popu- 
lation can lay any claim to evangelical christianity. 
In fact, the country is missionary ground. In some 
respects this town will serve as an illustration of its 
religious aspect. Here are fifteen hundred inhab- 
itants, with but two evangelical churches, one Bap- 
tist and the other Congregational, numbering only 
thirty or forty membess, visible and invisible, each. 
If it is quite sure that there will be preaching, and 


there can be no kind of doubt as to its being fair 


weather all day, it is possible to get together two 
hundred in the only meeting house in the town.— 
Ip the erection of this house, the Baptists, Congre- 


is holding a series of meetings in that place. Much| gationalists and Universalists united a few years 


since. I know not what the friends of truth design- 
ed by vhis union, but the result has been to build 
up error at the expense of truth, so that now the 
Universalists without any formal organization have 
preaching one half the time, One of their minis- 


_Gospel,—this may not be their fault—however, al- 
lowing this to be the case, we cannot as yet join 
the hue and cry, to dispense with choral music, or 
‘even seek to change this part, so essential to public 
| worship. 
Years since, it was found necessary in order to 
secure harmony in public singing to form some 
| compact inthe church, which would sustain sing- 
ing on the Sabbath ; an effort was made,—it has 
worked well where it has not been abused, as all 
good things may be. The original design was not 
to exclude the congregation, or debar them the 
| privilege of singing ; but to ensure it on the Sab- 


| bath. 
Many who are anxious for the proposed reform, 


‘tell us they desire to hear singing as they heard it 
“twenty years ago,” when the entire assembly join- 
/ed in praising God, and which not unirequently 
‘melted the whole congregation to tears.” We turn 
‘on the other hand and ask for the old fashioned 
| mode of preaching—and the same class of preach- 
ers—who perchance may have taken their “degree” 
while footing it,to their first appointment, or preach- 
ing place, fifteen or twenty miles distant from their 
home. When this demand is made, we are inform- 
ed, that the public mind is so improved that the 
present age demands preaching of an improved 
character also ; this we do not deny, but simply en- 
quire, whether the taste for music may not also be 
improved ? 

Others seek a reform, urging as the cause, the 
expense incurred in sustaining the present system, 
Had we not better expend money for this purpose, 
than on the Sabbath assemble in our respective 
churches, and instead of listening to a song of 
praise, sung in almost perfect harmony, hear the 
same bawled forth in the utmost discord of a pro- 

- gation ? 

Others again, object to the present system in or- 
der to dispense with instrumental music, regardless 
of the expense. They tell us they are desirous to 
hear the “full, round melody of the haman voice.” 
It is a fact which cannot be contradicted, or dispu- 
ted, that instruments well played, add much to the 
sound, the ‘melody,’ and also to the sublimity of sa- 
cred music. We love to hear vocal music at all 


in the churchcs, it was resulved to recommend that 


the churches individually, and as soon as possible, 


prayer. The next meeting is to be held with the 
Central Baptist church in Westfield, in Sept. 104°. 


Information Wanted. 


A man, named John Baptist Beaudin, who left 
his family in Canada a year ago in March last, 
came to the States, and visited Lowell, Boston, 
and some other places, pretending to collect inoney 
for a church at Boxton, in Caneda, has not been 
heard of for more than a year, and it is suspected 
that he may have been murdered. 

Mr. Beaudin is a small man, about five feet three 
inches high, of very dark complexion and hair, high 
and narrow forehead, small black eyes, with a fre- 
quent vacant look, a nose somewhat flat at the end, 
and narrow at the bridge, slow of speech, speaks 
English with some difficulty, and with frequest 
lisping, and with a French accent. Ile is by birth 
a French Canadian, but has resided in the States 
long enough to become considerably acquainted 
with them. By trade he was a shoemaker, but of 
late years has employed his time as a colporteur 
the Swiss missions of Canada. His walk is slow, 
with the head bowed slightly, and the arms bent 
inward toward the body. When seen ‘ast in July, 
1846, he had on a light sack coat, with large brass 
buttons, with the figure of a dog or some other aAln 
mal embossed on them—dark pants, and a some 
what worn black hat, He had a carpet bag, well 
filled, and was at that time collecting money 'or * 
church at Boxton, Canada, 

He has left a wife and three children in Canada, 
in destitute circumstances, Any information Te 
specting him sent to Rev. Mr. Dodge, pastor of - 
Baptist church in Hartford, Washington county, 
N. Y., will be gratefully received. 

Editers of religious papers, especially, and of 
ers, are requested to copy this notice. 
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Tuanxservine ror THE Harvest.—The Ind 


pendent and Baptist churches of Leeds Jately unl- 
ted for the purpose of giving public thanks for the 
rich and abundant harvest, now so near completion. 
The Bishop of Oxford has given notice that pub- 
lie thanksgiving of his diocese will soon be obser: 
yed. Itis also said that a proclamation by order 
of the Queen in Council will be issued at the prof- 
er time, directing a general thanksgiving for the 
same blessings. 


ant 


Fare Surrrace.—The proposed amendment to 
the Constitution allowing colored persons to votes 
has been defeated by a majority of about four to 
one. Only about one third of the voters manifest: 


ed interest enough on the question to vote upo? it 
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observe a day of special humiliation, fusting and 


er al 


Tue Grand Licne Mis 
Canada, tinder the charge o 
Feller, we learn from the B 
ues prosperous. Four your 
ly made public profession 
young man of Irish origin, | 
mission house rather mor 
ers, brother and sister, ar’ 
part of which left the R 
years ago. The fourth, 
who has been soine mor 
Of these four cases of « 

@ particular account, a: 
ing an) instructing in : 
ence of an affectionate 
part of those w! 
converted per 


Baptist ASsociaTION IN 
vocate says that the Pr 
scarcely so extensive in ter 
contains a more numerous | 
ted States Ofa Baptist \- 
es in the midst of such a 
say, “What are these a 
pleasant to think of 
heathen. The annu 
was held last Novem! 


en in'a foreign piper.‘ 
nett increase 205, m 

Their circular letter was 
The 
Magazine in the native | 
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Eup. Joun Pecsr.—Th 
Gsteemed brother lias 
tion. The wife of his 
week, in the H4th year 
that fatal malady that has 
throughout this and oi! 
son,—and his son Philetu: 
church, was then lying 
the same place, from the 
Lord sustain him in t! 
Baptist Register 


Revivat.—A gteat 

in progress at Lolly Sp 
that place of the 10th ult 
commenced, more than nu 
made profession ol relig 
ny others anxiously ingu 
be saved, Seventy-two of 
fession of religion, have 
church in this place. This 
through every portion of ¢ 
that af least one thousand 
fession of religion and unit! 
ferent churches in Ma 
three monthis. 

Such intelligence is an 
heart. But why have we 
ing such records as thes 
shortened that it cannot say 
that it cannot hear? O 
caused Him to hide his fu 


Herald. 


New Bisuorp.—The R 
gily, was unanimously elect 
cese of Maine, at a conv 
ehurch held at Portland on 
Dr. B. will undoubtedly a 
while we can congratulat 
which he is a member, in 
in its choice of a bishop, 
speak the feelings of the cx 
out the distinction of secta 
loss will be deeply regret: 
ing his residence in IHlartt 
church, has uniformly carri 
ples of the gospel in his fait 
nefactions to the poor and 
while in his doctrinal 
preacher, he evinced te cli 


tian in an eminent degre: 


on his successor. Dr. Bun 
both graduates of Brown | 
Tuanxsaivine.—Gov. b 


has appointed Thursday th 
a day of public ‘Thanksgiy 
only three states from w 

been issued, New [lamp 

sachusetts, have fixed upo 
for Thanksyiving. 

Gov. Young of New Yo 
day, the 25th day of N 
Thanksgiving in that Stat 
lamation fixing on the 251 
purpose. 

P,. S.—Since the above \ 
sell’s proclamation has by 
it will be seen that he has 
of November for Thanksgis 
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received from Gen. Scott. 
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Aoubtedly cut off all his expr 
as yet having reached this « 
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THe Farr.—The annual 
County Agricultural Society 
City Hall on Monday ¢ fterno 
open, morning, afternoon 
There is a large collection « 
ings, machinery, needlewo 
thing else that can render 

The Cattle Show and exhii! 
imals oceurs on Thursday at 
as our jmper goes to press on 
day, we are unable to vive al 
week, j 
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Ran Storm.—T here was 
South on Wednesday and ‘T' 
by which considerable damag 
the loss of bridges and other i 
tity of rain that fell in New } 
by actual admeasurement to 
about 29 gallons of water to t 


The Superior Court for | 


granted a divorce to Mrs. Phiet 
that Ball attempted to poison | 
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«When iny spirit Was overwhelmed within me, then 
thou knewest my path.’’—Psalin cxlii. 3. 
My God! whose gracious pity I may claim, 
Calling thee “Father!;—sweet, endearing name ! 
The sufferings of this weak and weary frame, 
All, all are known to Thee. 


From human eye ‘tis better to conceal 

Much that I suffer, mach | hourly feel, 

But, ob, this thought does tranquilize and hea’, 
All, all are known to Thee. 


Each secret conflict with indwelling sin, 
Each sickening fear I ne'er the prize shall win, 


Exch pang from irritation, turmoil, din— 
All, all are known to Thee. 


When in the morning unrefreshed I wake, 
Or in the night but little rest can take, 


This brief appeal submissively | make— 
All, all is known to Thee. 


Nay, all by Thee is ordered, choses, planned, 


Each drop that fills my daily cup, Thy hand 
for ille none else can understand— 


Prescribes 
All, all is known to Thee. 


The effectual means to cure what I deplore, 
In me thy longed fer likeness to restore, 
Self to dethrone, never to govern more— 
All, all are known to Thee. 


And this continued feebleness—this state 
Which seems to unnerve and incapacitate, 


Will work the cure my hopes and prayers await— 
That cure | leave to Thee. 


Nor will the bitter draught distasteful prove, 
While I recall the Son of Thy dear love ; 


The cup thou would’st not for our sakes remove, 
That cup he drank for me. 


We drank it to the dregs—no drop remained 

Of wrath, for those whose cup of woe he drained ; 

Man ne'er can know what that sad cup contained— 
All, all is known to Thee. 


Ard welcome, precious, can His Spirit make 
My little drop of suffering for His sake ; 
Father! the cup I drink, the path I take— 

All, all is known to Thee. 


“Religious & Moral. | 


The following Essay was read before 


the Ministerial Conference of the Ashford 
Association, and approved, and by request, 
has been forwarded to us for insertion in 


the columns of the Christian Secretary. 


“ Watchman, what of the Night?” 
Isaiah 21: 11—12. | 
Ministers of the gospel are very proper- 
iy styled watchmen. They are to have 
the oversight of the flock of Christ in its | 
different branches,—to feed and guide it, | 
and to exercise an untiring vigilance in be- 


| -hurch, and the prayer meeting is almost 


or quite forsaken. 

It is a dark time when in prosecuting 
her appropriate work, the church adopts a 
worldly policy—stoops to gain the smiles 
and sympathies of worldly men, or appeals 
to the unrighteous propensities of the hu- 
man heart. I reply then, it is night. The 
darkness is dense, and may be felt ; and 
though the morning may come, its rays 
are not yet discernible. No signs of pro- 
mise is indicated on the face of Zion, but 
lad in sackeloth—her beauti- 
ful garments spotted and wrinkled—shorn 
of her strength,—ber harp upon the wil- 
lows, unable to sing one of her pleasant 
songs. But it may be asked, What are 
the causes which have led to such a result? 
From the many which have probably had a 
deleterious influence on the interests of the 
chureh,only two or three will be mentioned. 

1. It is believed that a want of decision 
on moral questions by ministers and private 
Christians, has bad something to do in pro- 
ducing the present state of things. The 
vacillating, temporizing policy sometimes 
pursued, has been ruinous in its influence. 
Some church members have opposed the 
temperance cause, both in theory and prac- 
tise; and some ministers have been so tn- 
definite in speaking upon the subject as not 
to offend them. They have been so cau- 
tious and compromising, that in some 
churches it needs a good degree of moral 
courage now to preach a thorough tempe- 
rance sermon. And onthe subject of ha- 
man wrongs as seen in the system of Ame- 
rican Slavery, but a small number of the 
ministry have dared to.speak out openly 
and rebuke it in the name of the Lord.—| 
Now all will admit that the church is God’s 
constituted antagonist of all sin and wick- 
edness, and that her ministers are her or- 
gans through which to utter her reproofs 
against sin, as well as God’s instruments to 
concentrate her influence and efforts to) 
destroy it. And when any form of evil de- | 
velops itself, itis her duty manfully to op-| 
Nor are the church or ber minis-| 
try to confer with flesh and blood,—inquire | 
what men will say or do in the case, or wait} 


she appears c 


pose tt. 


to see if the evil will not cure itself. Any | 
patleying with any form of evil by the} 


church must be displeasing to her Head, | 
and detrimental to her interests. 
2. The changing character of the min-| 
istry has probably been a contributing cause 
to the present state of the churches. A de-| 
sire fur novelty has been created which can 
be satisfied with nothing but change. “Who | 
shall we get for a minister?’ “how much | 
will be ask 7” “show shall we raise his sual- 
ary 7’ and “how shall we pay up our ar- 
rearages 1?” has vccupied the heart and 
heads of some of our churches a large part 
of thetime. And then, in some instances, 


the imperative demands of the ministry, 


half of its interests. ‘They are to set things 


din order‘in ‘the church, and to watch for | es has destroyed that sympathy so necessa- 
souls as those that must give account; and ry for united effort in opposing sin, and 
it is appropriate that the inquiry should be promoting holiness. Ido not presume to 
made of them, ** Watchman, what of the) say whois most to blame in this matter; I) 
They are supposed better to un-| only know that affluent churches have lit- |’ ' 
moral condition of things} tle trouble usually in securing the services |‘* denominated also “mixed membership,” 
‘ofa minister, while some poor and feeble 
flocks who, with great effort and self-deni- 


might?” 
derstand the 
around them, than others, because it ts 
with morals and religion that they have to 
do. And if they are faithful men,—men of 
experience and observation, though they 
may possess no prophetic gifts,-—it may be 


expected they will be able more or less ac-| 
«curately to discern the “signs of the times” 


and to form a tolerably correct judgment 
of the probable tendencies and resulis of 
the existing state of things in a community 
at any particular time. 

In attempting some kind of answer to 
the question in its connexion, as assigned 
ane, | remark, first, —That the ioquiry is 


adapted to the present state of things, be- | 


cause itis, What of the night?” 
ally a time of darkness. The tidings which 
come to us from alinost every quarter, tes- 
‘tify to this facet. The churches, if they 
walk atall,are walking in darkness ; scarce- 
Jy one in all this region is enjoying a state 
of religious prosperity : but “want of broth- 
erly love,”’ “ worldliness,” * jealousies,” 
-tdivisions,” “neglect of ordinances,” &c., 
reconstitute the present *burden”’ of the 
hurches. We have in our statistics also 
the admonition that the number of the “sa. 
scramental host’? is diminishing. 
our population is increasing,—while means 
of worldly gratification and vain amuse- 
ments are multiplying,—w bile eiror in doc- 
trine and practise are diligently propaga- 
ted, and the “Man of Sin” is augmenting 
“his forces, the disciples of Christ are dwin- 
dling away. Some are going to join the 
triumphant branch of the church, and some 
are probably going into eternity with a 
fa'se hope, to experience an awful disap- 
pointment. Some are turning away from 
the people of God to follow the light of 
some strange fire ; while others practical- 
ly deny the Lord that bought them. Zt is 
might. 

Again: It must be dark when the sepa- 
rating line between the church and the 
world is scarcely discernible,—when the 
standard of piety and practical holiness is 
so low, that most persons in the commani- 
ty might sustain a standing in the church 
without admonition. 

It is 2 dark time when the discipline of 
the church is nearly or entirely neglected, 
—when its members can retain their name 
and standing in it, while for months and 
years they almost or wholly neglect its wor- 
ship and its ordinances; when even those 
who have been guilty of open immoralities 
can remain undisturbed within its sacred 
enclosure. 

It is a dark time when professing Chris- 
tians can entirely dispense with the subject 
of religion in their social interequrse ;— 
when they can engage with all their hearts 
and hands in the plans, pursuits and pleas- 
ures of the world;—when but few find 
their way to the courts of the Lord’s house ; 
—-when the covenant-imeeting collects 


It is re- | 


While | 


and in others the delinquency of the church- 


al can make but a small compensation, aot 
often but indifferently supplied; and yet 
| when Christ was on earth, the poor had the 
gospel preached to them. 

3. The neglect of discipline always has 
}a killing influence on the prosperity of the 
It may be a cause as well as an 

evidence of moral darkness. {tis enough, 
with her little strength, weak faith, and dim 
sight, for the church to innke progress when 


church. 


unincumbered with the careasscs or even 
But when loaded (as 
some churches are) beyond her strength, 
she halts in her course, aud perhaps sinks 
| under the burden, 

4. A desire for pofularity may be reck- 
oned among the causes of the present de- 
jclension. ‘The smiles of worldly men have 

been courted, and their tastes and wishes 
| consulted and gratified in many things 
which have their influence on the spiritual 
interests of the church. In the decorating 
of our houses of worship, I apprehend there 
is a departure from the primitive simplici- 
ity of the gospel. 


| bones of her dead. 


| 


As a denomination we 
are vieing in efforts to please and attract 
the men of the world, with those who have 
always enjoyed the patronage of the rich 
and honorable; and though we may have 
| somewhat increased our numbers nominal- 
ily by such a course, as well as flattered our 
vanity at an expense we could ill afford, 
/yet it may not be true that we have greatly 
| augmented our moral power. It may be 
feared that if we have done our alms and 
‘made our prayers in secret, we have de- 
| signed that some of our works should be 
'seen and admired by men of the world. 

| In conclusion, [ may add, we can expect 
)to see no outward signs of promise until 
ithe church and her ministry return to ptim- 
| tive devotion and simplicity. There must 
be men who will preach the gospel simply, 
| plainly, aud “terribly in earnest,” not shun- 
ning to declare the whole counsel of God, 
whether they get any salary or not. They 
must be ensamples to the flock in faith, self- 
denial and patience, as well as in labors 
and charities,—men who are willing, for 
Christ's sake, to know how to want as well 
as how to abound,—men who’ count not 
their lives dear unto them, and who, like 
Paul, glory only in the cross of Christ.— 
We can expect to see no rays of morning 
light until the church, humble and penitent, 
shakes off her woridliness and begins to 
“Seek first the kingdom of God ;"—until 
she makes the promotion of the interests of 
Christ’s kingdom at home and abroad, her 
great work, and goes about that work with 
a zeal and perseverance that betokens her 
fall confidence in the word and promise of 
Christ. 


Hope is a butterfly, and imagination loves 


scarcely a tithe of the members of the 


to chase it from flower to flower. 
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The Communion Question in Englan¢, 
New Yorx, Sept. 28, 1848. 


To rue Evrror or rae New Yor Re- 
corper.—Having, for a considerable time 
past, been aware that the destructive work- 
ings of open communion in the Baptist 
churches in England, were not generally 
understood in this country ; and being de- 
sirous of knowing the impressions on this 
subject, produced upon the mind of our 
common friend, the Rev. A. Wheelock, dur- 
ing his recent visit to England, he very 
kindly complied with my request, and gave 
me his views in the following letter. Its 
publication in your valuable paper, will 
doubtless give information to the many 
who are enquiring. Those who are favor- 
ed with personal acquaintance with our 
esteemed brother W., know, that he sin- 
cerely loves all who leve our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and that it was his desire, that’ all 
the disciples of Christ might be one, which 
led him to be one of the few American 
Baptist ministers who-acted with the Evan- 
gelical Alliance, at its formation in Lon- 
don, and which has also led him to urge 
his ministering brethren of bis own denom- 
ination, to engage in that attempt to pro- 
mote Christian union. A communication 
like the following, from one who could 
‘nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in 
malice,” may have a tendency to stop the 
progress of the few in this country, who 
are ‘*so infataated withthe name of Chris- 
tian union,” as to be in danger of being 
‘“beguiled into a sacrifice of the trltth it- 
self, for its attainment.” 

I venture to send to you the letter for 
publication. 

With great respect, yours in the Lord, 
Henry Davis, 


ISTIAN 8 
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rifice of the truth itself for its attainment. 
Of this I found many melancholy illustra- 
tions. Such innovations cannot be intro- 
duced without friction,and I perceived them 
producing wranglings ard heart-burnings, 
and schisms, in the churches. In some, af- 
ter the leaven of open communion has so 
far progressed as to gain the ascendancy, 
churches have excluded memberss who uni- 
ted with them before they became open 
communionists, because, retaining. their 
strict principles, they refused to commune 
with the pedobaptists that had been taken 
into the church ; and this has been done 
under a plea that these brethren, being in 
the minority, refused to walk with the 
chureh, Churches when united, but just 
able to sustain the cause, by the introduc- 
tion of open communion, have been divided, 
and neither branch able alone to sustain a 
pastor. In some such cases the result has 


canI thendo?” The most venerable, and 
able, and learned Baptist pastor I saw in 
England told me that he had received ma- 
ny overtures to change to open communion, 
and had he but consented, he might have 
gathered many wealthy pedobaptist families 
into his church, but his conscience would 
not allow it. He could not sacrifice truth 
toexpediency. But said the good old man, | 
with tears in his eyes, I expect as soon as 
I am in my grave, my church will go with 
the rushing tide into open communion,when 
the work of rending and schisms will be 
consummated here as in other churches.” 
Such, my dear brother, I perceived to be 
some of the workings of the open commun- 
ion in the English churches, and though 
many good brethren think it is bringing pop- 
ularity, and influence, and wealth into the | 
denomination,if it be at the expense of truth 
and righteousness, what will it avail? Let 


been the destruction of the Baptist church, 
and the establishment of a pedobaptist 


bitternessand rancor,planting deep in whole 
communities, seeds of discord and ill-will, 
aud evil-workings,by law suits and protract- 
ed litigations about the church property.— 
The property of some churches has been 
obtained through the influence of ‘mixed 
fellowship,” upon the express stipulation 
that the pastors shall be alternately a Bap- 
tist and pedobaptist. Each pastor, 
course, would endeavor to have his church, 
in missionary and other benevolent labors, 
co-operate with his own denomination.— 
You can readily perceive the ill-feeling nat- 
urally begotton by such changes. 

While in London I casually learned that 
the ordinance of baptism was to be admin- 


} 

New Yorx, September 4, 1847. | 
| 
Dear Brorner Davis :—In answer to! 
your imquiries as to the impressions made | 
upon my mind during my recent visit in 
Tigland,in observing the workings of open 
communion among the Baptist churches of 
that country, [ would remark, that so far 
as I can 


discover, much more evil than 


good attends the practice. Distinguished 


brethren inthe ministry told me it was the 
means of bringing into Baptist chapels and 
churches many wealthy and influential fam- 


ilies, who otherwise could not be made to 
co-operate with our denomination, aud they 
thought the gain from it was greater than 
the loss. Others, however, expressed coun- 
ter opinions, and T was left to draw my 
own conclusions, from what I saw and 
heard. 

There are in England three classes of 
open communion Baptist churches. 

1. Those who invite to their communion 
at the Lord’s Table, only such members of | 
the evangelical pedobaptist churches 
have been immersed. 

2. Those who invite all members of such | 
churches indiseriminately, 

3. Those who not only admit pedobap- | 
tists to the Lord’s table, | 
bership in their churches. 


“as 


but also to mem-| 
This last anion | 


‘of S00 members. 


/appointment, not 
-mecting, or meeting ef Sabbath school 


ison, he told me, the right hand of fellow- 


istered in ove of the largest and must pop- 
ular Baptist churches of thatcity. At the 
hour appointed, about twilight one Thurs- 


day evening, | went to the chapel to witness 


The charch contained rising 
On entering I perceiv- 


the baptism, 


ed the Inmps were lit, but few in attend- 


) ance, and the pastor addressing the people. 
| Eleven were baptized, aud after changing 


their raiment, they returned into the chap- 
el and received the right hand of fellowship. 
I asked the administrator why the baptism | 
was upon a week day evening, aud atan_ 
few could attend. He an- 


| 
hour when so 


church in its place. In other instances | tian union” of such melancholy working as 
where the two bands have maintained their! that found in the Baptist churches of Eng- 
separate existence, it has been amidst great | Jand. 


of | 


us devoutly pray that our churches in this 
country may never be afflicted with Chris- 


With great respect I am, dear brother, 
Yours ina precious Saviour, 
A. Wueevock. 
Rev. H. Davis. 


| Pastor of Cannon strect, Church, N. York. 
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An Example for Youth, 


A little boy in destitute circumstances | 


/Was put out as an apprentice to a mechan- 
ic. For some time he was the youngest! 
apprentice and of course had to go upon) 
errands for the apprentices, and not unfre- 
quently to procure fur them ardent spirits, | 
of which all but himself partook, because, | 
as they said, it did them good. He, how- | 
ever, used none; and in consequence of it 

was often the subject of severe ridicule from | 


the older apprentices, because, as they said, | 
he had not sugicient manhood to drink rum. | 
And as they were revelling over their poi-| 
son, he, under their insults and cruelty, of- 
ten retired and vented his grief in tears.— | 
But now every one of the older apprenti- | 
ces, we are informed, is ina drankard’s | 
grave; and this youngest apprentice, at) 
whom they used to scoff, is sober and Hee] 
spectable, and worth a hundred thousand | 


: | 
dollars. In his employment are about one | 


| 


hundred men, who do not use ardent spir- 
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swered that about one half of the church | its; he is exerting upon many thousands | nearly new, admirably arranged, with extensive accom- 


were pedobaptists, and for the peace of the | 


ichureh they were careful to select an even- 
‘ing aud an hour when there was no other 


even for a committee 
teachers, or Bible class, or any thing else, 
lest the peace of the church might be dis-| 
turbed hy the pedobaptist members think- 
ing they had been entrapped to secure their 
presence atthe baptism. For the same rea- 


ship was given at the baptism instead of the 
communion on the following Sabbath, that | 
aothing be said there that might endanger 
the harmony of the church. IL retired from 
the scene to my room, full of sadness at the 


‘delusion into which open communion prin- 

| ciples had plunged beloved brethren, by 

|which they were led thus to degrade that 
y 


and is the consummation of Robert Hall’s 
plan of Christian union.” 


i. al . . . ' 
ihe history of open communion in the! 


| Baptist churches of England, shows that! 


a. } 
those who enter upon the course as defined | 


in the first class of churches above, are | 
about as sure to progress in it till they reach | 
the third, as runners fairly started on their) 
course, are sure to reach the bottom of the. 
hill. At first they see no valid objections | 
toinviting to the Lord’s table all baptized | 
believers, and as they restrict their invita- | 
tions to these, some of them claim te be | 
regarded still as strict communionists.— | 
But sach churches have found it difficult | 
to satisfy their members long, that if the | 
communing with pedobaptist churches of | 
immersed pedobaptist members, should be} 
no obstacle to their admission to the Lord’s | 
Supper, in Baptist churches, no valid rea-| 
son can be assigned why Baptist members 
may not also commune with pedobaptist | 
churches and still retain the fellowship of | 
their own. The argument has been irre- 
sistible; and then the position is taken, 
that af it be right for Baptist members to 
unite in the ordinances of the Supper in 
pedobaptist churches, it cannot be wrong 
for pedobaptist members to unite with them 
in the same service in Baptist churches.— 

This conceded, and the practice adopted, 
still it has been found that these churches 
are not yet at rest. They now reason thus: 
‘Here are our pedobaptist brethren living 
in our midst, walking like Christians, and 
mingling with us in our devotions ; we cor- 
dially invite them to the Lord’s table, and 
welcome them to all the spiritual privileges 
of the church ; they appear to be with us, 
and as they wish to join the church, and 
be fully identified with us, how can we con- 
sistently reject them? We welcome them 
tothe greater—wliy should we deny them 
the less privileges.” This position also in 
the natural progression of open commun- 
ion, it has been found necessary to yield, as 
is attested by the history of many Baptist 
churches in England. Some have reach- 
ed it sooner than others, but all, it is believ- 
ed, must either advance to it,or recede from 
their course, and turn back to the original 
practice of the denomination. 


-The working of this system I found to 
be, in many respects, far from lovely, and 
tending ultimately to the distraction of Bap- 
tist churches. In striving for Christian un- 
ton—an object worthy of the prayers and 
efforts of every true disciple of Him who 
prayed “that they all may be one”—our 
English brethren seem to have overlooked 
the important fact, eo prominently set forth 
in the Bible, and incorporated in the prin- 
ciples of the Evangelical Alliance, that to 
consummate it, it must be a union in the 
TeuTH. In canversing with some of them, 
upon this subject, it appeared to me they 
were so infatuated with the name of “Chris- 


tian Union” that it beguiled them ijuto a sac- 


Jumaica, 


precious ordinance, and I fell on my knees 
and prayed earnestly that such things might 
never be witnessed in the Baptist churches 
of my beloved America, 

One of the largest Baptist churches in 
Liverpool has a pedobaptist for one of its 
deacons; and | was told the pastor of that 
church has all his children sprinkled. He 
is one of the most influential ministers of 
our denomination in England, and was 
commissioned lately by the Baptist Mission 
Society, to proceed to the West Indies to 
set in order the colored Baptist churches in 
Many leading brethrenin Eng- 
land openly avow their sympathy with Rob- 
ert Halls’s willingness for the extermina- 
tion of Baptists for the sake of Christian 
union ! In some mixed churches, the 
Baptist members have been disciplined, 
and some excluded, because they propaga- 
ted among the people Baptist sentiments. 
In Bedford, one of John Bunyan’s success- 
ors was permitted to retain bis pastoral re- 
lations in that church, only on condition 
that “he should not introduce controversy” 
(on baptism) ‘into the pulpit nor into con- 
versation, unless it was first mentioned by 
others.” 

But I need not enlarge. These are but 
specimens of the results of the introduction 
of open Communion into the Baptist church- 
es of England.—lIf you wish to see a more 
detailed account of them, I would refer 
you to “The Practical Tendency of Mixed 
Communion,” published in London by the 
Bapust Tract Society. In this communi- 
cation I confine myself to what J saw and 
heard. Evil and destructive to the truth as 
this practice appears to me, the leaven has 
largely leavened the lump of Baptists in the 
mother country. Already the places of 
power and influence are occupied by its ad- 
vocates. The Baptist Union, the Baptist 
Missionary Society, the Baptist Bible Soci- 
ety, and the Baptist Institutions of learn- 
ing, are all in their hands. The Baptist 
church in London in which our beloved 
brother Dowling of this city was reared, is 
a strict Baptist church, but has always been 
connected with an Association whose 
churches are now mostly'open communion. 
The excellent pastor of that chureh told me 
the trials to which his peculiar relations 
subjected him, till my very heart ached in 
me, and then he asked me,*‘Now, my broth- 
er tell me what shall Ido?” I confess I 
scarcely knew what to say, and when I an- 
swered that I would break away from the 
Association,and unite with a strict commun- 
ion one, he replied, “Yes, and then every- 
where I am met with a frown, which says, 
‘you bigoted, close Baptist!’ and on the 
other hand, those with whom I connect 
myself will hold me off at arm’s length, 
because I preach such doctrines as did An- 


au influence in the highest degree salutary, | 


which may be transmitted by them to fut- 
ure generations. : 

If the young man forgets his God, the 
old one will seldom find him in age ; ifin 
pride and finish of health, we omit to call 
upon the name of him from whom we pos- 
sess the vigor of life ; in the hour of sick- 
ness, what comfort can we have in approach- 
ing his divine majesty 2 And if in the full 
enjoyment of every species of worldly pros- 
perity, we neglect to pause inthe midst of 
our enjoyment to acknowledge the giver of 
all good gifts, with what heart can we in 
adversity fly for protection to divine good- 
ness. 

Wuo caw Measure Gop 1—He only can 
raise a tower whose top shall reach to heav- 
en. The basis of the highest building is 
but the earth; but though thou be but a 
tabernacle of the earth, God shall raise 
thee piece by piece into a spiritual build- 
ing. After one story of creation, and an- 
other of vocation, and another of sancti- 
fication, he shall bring thee up to meet thy- 
self is the bosom of God, where thou wast 
at first in an eternal election.— Donne. 


When disposed to utter a harsh judg- 
ment of a Christian brother, it is a good 
rule to pause for a moment, look inward, 
and delay the judgment until conscience 
says it may be pronounced, honestly, sin- 
cerely, consistently. ‘ 

Cuaracter.—It is manifest that a good 
character is the most valuable of all our 
possessions. It is the source of all our 
present happiness; and the only ground 
of reasonable hope for our happiness in the 
future.— Wayland. 
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